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MAKE THE AMENDMENT MOVE 
By ANITA POLLITZER 


VERY member of the National Woman’s 
P should write at once to the members 
of the Judiciary Committee of the Senate and the 
House, asking them to work and vote for the 
of the Equal Rights Amendment which 

now before these committees. 
At the present tims when there are so many 
concrete examples of discriminations — women, 
married and unmarried, being pushed back in 


great numbers into the field of ap ee labor ; mar- 
ep 


ried women all over the country deprived of their 
chance to continue to earn a living; wage and hour 


rovisions for women being urged which are a 
— to women’s economic security — it is easier 
than in any preceding Congress to explain the 
ustice of the Amendment and the need for its 

ediate passage. 
For years, women have been trying to remo 
discriminations against women, state by state, and 
law by law. More and more, representatives are 
beginning to see that this method is costly and 
inadequate, and therefore sentiment is more than 
ever for the Amendment. 


The members of the Judiciary Committee of the 
House of Representatives of the T4th Congress 


Are: 
Hatton W. 8 Chairman, Texas 
Andrew Montague, irginia 
Emanuel Celler, New York 


William V. Gregory, Kentuc 

Zebulon Weaver, Ne orth Corotiea 

John E. Miller, Arkansas 

Arthur D. Healey, Massachusetts 

Warren J. 1 7 Ohio 

Wesley Lloyd, Washington 

J. Leroy Adair, Illinois 

r, Pennsylvania 

P. L. Gassa way, Oklahoma 

Walter Chandler, Tennessee 

Hubert Utterback, Jowa 

James P. B. Duffy, Iowa 

Charles F. McLaughlin, Nebraska 

William M. Citron, Connecticut 

Randolph Perkins, New Jersey 

U. 8. Guyer, Kansas 

Clarence E. Hancock, New York 

William E. Hess, Ohio 

Earl C. Michener, Michigan 

John M. Robsion, Kentucky 

William H. Wilson, Pennsylvania 


(The address of these members is: House of Repre- 
sentatives, Washington, D. C.) 


The members of the Senate Judiciary Committee 

are: 

Henry F. Ashurst, Chairman, Arizona 

William H. King, Utah 

Matthew M. Neely, Virginia 

Huey P. Long, Louisiana 

Frederick Van Nuys, Indiana 

. M. Logan, Kentucky 

W. H. Dietrich, Illinois . 


Geo. W. Norris, Nebraska 
Daniel O. Hastings, Delaware 
Thomas Schall, Minnesota 
Warren Austin, Vermont 

25 address of these members is: Senate Office Build- 


„Washington, D. C.) 


Will you do everything you can think of to get 

tters from prominent members of your com- 
munity, leaders of women's clubs and political 
leaders to these representatives, urging them to 
support the Equal Rights Amendment, and to re- 
port it out of committee favorably? 

Will you get your clubs and organizations to 
pass resolutions urging these Senators and Repre- 
sentatives to report the Equal Rights Amendment 
favorably, and send copies of these resolutions to 
them, and to the Congressional Committee of the 
National Woman's Party? 

Every woman, whose Senator or Congressman 
is a member of these committees, has a responsi- 
bility and an opportunity. We are seeing these 
representatives in Washington, but it is important 
that they hear from their own districts.” ad 

Pledges of support for the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment are being made almost daily by members of 
both Houses. Last week, one Congressman, on 
reading a letter just sent by Miss M. Carey 


Thomas, President Emeritus of Bryn Mawr Col- 


lege, in support of the Equal Rights Amendment, 
said that it should be read by every member of 
Congress. This message from an outstanding edu- 
cator and a great feminist is an important contri- 
bution to the campaign and an inspiration. Miss 
Thomas says: | 
“After having given the most careful consideration of 
which I am capable to the present legal and industrial dis- 
abilities of American women and also to what I am con- 
vinced will be the beneficent after effects of the Equal 
Rights Amendment now before Congress, I have reac 
the conclusion that it ought to be ee by every 


woman’s organization and by every individual woman in 
the United States. 


Ual 
—— 
Wm. A. Borah, Idaho 
| 
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“During the present world-wide depression the majori ENDORSING THE EQUAL RIGHTS 
of the men and women of the civilized world have lost— AMENDMENT 
believe forever—the savings of a lifetime and financial 
security. The recommendation of the District of Columbia 


“In the future women as well as men must work for federation of Women’s Clubs that the General 
— — — Federation endorse the Equal Rights Amendment 
„We women of the older and of the present generation is along step forward. The story is another chap- 


must combine together to make sure by passing the Equal 8 of concerti ublie opinion 
Rights Amendment that all women throughout the United 4 .A. on since 184807 n 
States and every place subject to its jurisdiction shall have Mrs. H W. Wil id t f the District 
equal legal and industrial rights with men to their children, rs. Harvey W. Wiley, president of tne 


to work paid for by the job and not by the sex of the Federation is the patient and persistent heroine 
worker, and to the pursuit of happiness.” of the story. She is surrounded by other stars, 
The Equal Rights Amendment which reads, including Mrs. Horace J. Phelps and Miss Cornelia 
Men and women shall have equal rights through- Hill. The foundation was laid by the compilation, 
out the United States and every place subject to under the committee on legislation, of a booklet 
its jurisdiction,” was introduced in the House of showing the discriminations against women still 
Representatives, January 3, 1935, by Representa- existing in the District of Columbia. Mrs. Wiley 
tive Louis Ludlow of Indiana, and in the Senate, arranged a debate before the District Federation 
January 4, 1935, by Senator John Townsend of in February, 1934, inviting the Woman’s Party 
Delaware. It has a preferred place on the cal- and an association opposed to the amendment to 
endars of both Houses as S.J. Res. No. 1 and send speakers. The result was that a motion was 
H. J. Res. No. 1. made to the General Federation that the various 
With united national work for the Amendment clubs study the proposed amendment. The motion 
it can be passed in this session. Women in every came up before the General Federation Conven- 
of the country are demanding that this action tion in Hot Springs, Arkansas, in May, 1934. 
taken. The very ideals of our Government it- Burnita Shelton Matthews presented the case for 
self are on trial. the amendment, and Mrs. Jerome E. Cook, Mis- 
. souri, for the opposition. 
After ten years of effort on the part of various 
women’s organizations in the District of Columbia, and a pamphlet prepared by the National Chair- 
a bill has passed both the House and Senate which man of Legislation Mrs. S. Blair Lucky present- 
will equalize the descent and distribution laws as ing hoth sides of the auestion. In the meantime 
between men and women in the District of Co- Si, ‘strict of Columbi 
lumbi all the clubs of the District of Columbia were asked 
— Save — vote on — — 2 
, iley spoke at a meeting arrang y the Mary- 
“FIELD OF HONOR” „er soupy land Federation of Women’s Clubs, covering the 
subject thoroughly. 


Presented by the Pisce Hell Pinyers Twelve District clubs instructed their repre- 

m n a few were instructed against it. e uninstruc 

Porter Mach a7 30 delegates were permitted to vote according to their 

beliefs. The result was that at a special meeting, 

Clifton Terrace, South . Adams 2692 February 14, the District of Columbia Federation 

Orchestra Seats, 75 Cents of Women’s Clubs voted overwhelmingly in favor 


of the Equal Rights Amendment. The question 
UAL RIGHTS of endorsement will probably be put before the 
— in U. 8. Patent Office) General Federation Convention in June of this 

Published semi-monthly by The National Woman's Party, Capitol Hill, year. 


washington, ‘D. Subscription price, $1.00 per year ‘orsign. $150. The Woman’s Democratic Club of Colorado 
under the Act of March 3, 1879. Springs, Colorado, voted unanimously to endorse 
8 Editors the Amendment at a meeting held on February 15, 
vanes MoRRow Scanprertr Susan B. Anthony’s birthday! Copies of the reso- 
Circulation Manager, MABEL VAN DYKE lution of endorsement were ordered sent to the 
g members of the Colorado delegation in Congress. 

Officers of the National Woman's Party Mrs. Kerr presided at the meeting. 
Chairman, News comes from New Vork that the National 
_ FLORENCE BTA HILLEs, Delaware Democratic Club, of which Lillian Sire is Presi- 
9 Maine dent, voted its unanimous endorsement of the 
ANITA POLLITZER, South Carolina Equal Rights Amendment and instructed the club 
Mrs. Harvey W. WILEY, District of Columbia to write the New York Senators and Representa- 
Secretary, 13 District of Columb! tives, urging them to vote for the amendment and 
ROVER, to work to have it reported from Committee at 


LAURA BERRIEN, Georgia this session of Congress. 
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YOU CAN HELP 


By enlisting the interest of members of the Gen- 
eral Federation of Women’s Clubs throughout 
the United States in the Equal Rights Amend- 


By arranging for a speech on the subject before 
your club. 


By writing your Senators and Congressmen and 


asking their support for the Equal Rights 
Amendment. | 


By sending news to EQUAL RIGHTS. 


By subscribing now to EQUAL RIGHTs, National 
Woman’s Party, Washington, D. C. 


PROTECTIVE LEGISLATION 


The California Business Women’s Legislative 
Council, an organization of thirty thousand affili- 
ated women, whose purpose is equal legal and 
economic rights for men and women, left at the 
White House this week petitions to be presented 
to the President, containing 6,000 signatures, urg- 
ing him to use his power to secure the passage of 
the Equal Rights Amendment to the Constitution. 

Mrs. Josephine Parker Smith, of Los Angeles, 
who brought the petitions, said: 4 

“California women are thoroughly aroused over the 
discriminations against women in the various States 

d the fact that the so-called protective legislation 

ng enacted in the various States for women alone, 
actually in practice, prevents women from securing 
employment. 

1 discriminations on the 
marriage strike at the root of democratic government. 
The passage of the Equal Rights Amendment would 
correct these evils.” 

Mrs. Smith was joined at the White House by 
Mr. John D. Vance, President of the Affiliated 
Teachers Organization of Los Angeles, an organi- 
zation representing 10,000 teachers, which has 
gone on record for Equal Rights and the Amend- 
ment. They were unable to secure an interview 
with the President and left the petitions with a 
secretary. 

Women of the Danish Trade Union have 
adopted a resolution rejecting all special restric- 
tions for women based on sex. 


PROTESTS DISCRIMINATIVE 
LEGISLATION 


In the name of the District of Columbia Feder- 
ation of Women’s Clubs, Mrs. Harvey Wiley en- 
tered a protest before the District of Columbia 
Commissioners against the proposed 40-hour week 
for women in the District of Columbia. Mrs. Wiley 
calls attention to the fact that “however noble the 
motive prompting such legislation for women 
alone, employers generally would refuse the nui- 
sance of employing women under the contemplated 
restrictions, and the result would be almost whole- 
sale replacement of women by men and boys. 
Such restrictive legislation would be returning to 
the trend of 40 years ago in industry.” 


ounds of sex and of 


INTERNATIONAL 


A recent communication from Alice Paul, under 
whose leadership at Geneva women’s international 
organizations have succeeded in placing on the 
agenda of the Assembly of the League of Nations 
the equal nationality and the equal rights treaties 
states that eight international organizations of 
women have endorsed the Equal Rights Treaty. 
This treaty was signed at Montevideo in 1933 by 
Cuba, Ecuador, Paraguay and Uraguay. The or- 
ganizations that have endorsed the Equal Rights 
Treaty are: The Inter-American Commission of 
Women, the Women’s Consultative Committee on 
Nationality, created by the Council of the League 
of Nations; International Soroptomist Clubs; the 
Women’s International Congress Against War and 
Fascism; the Equal Rights International, the 
Women’s International League for Peace and 
Freedom ; the All Asian Conference of Women; the 
International Council of Women. 


The following resolution was passed by the 
Board of Officers of the International Council of 
Women in Paris, on February 12, 1933: 

“Considering that we desire to obtain for women 
equal rights and responsibilities with men in all 
countries and in every sphere of activity, 

We hereby support the Montevideo Treaty 
signed in December, 1933, and urge the Assembly 
to endorse it as follows: 

“The contracting states agree that upon ratifica- 
tion of this treaty men and women shall have equal 
rights throughout the territory subject to their 
respective jurisdictions.” 

Alice Pau! writes in connection with the en- 
dorsement of the Equal Rights Treaty by the In- 
ternational Council of Women: 

“This action ought to be of great help in estab- 
lishing unity of action among women, as the 
International Council is probably the largest and 
most influential feminist organization in the 
world.” She adds, in a terse little sentence, the 
illuminating words: We have. worked a long time 
for this resolution.” 


EQUAL NATIONALITY TREATY RATIFIED 


Mexico has ratified the Equal Nationality Treaty 
signed by nineteen American Republics at the 
Montevideo Pan American Conference. This 
treaty was recommended by the Inter-American 
Commission of Women. It guarantees to men and 
women equality in nationality in the law and prac- 
tice of the countries concerned. The guarantee is 
now in effect between the United States, Chile and 
Mexico; the United States and Chile having both 
ratified the treaty earlier last year. 


The Law Revision Committee in England pro- 
poses changes in the laws of that country which 
will give married women the same control over 
their property as single women have, and make 
them equally responsible for their contracts and 
torts. 


ment. 
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THE WOMAN WORKER AND THE EQUAL 
RIGHTS AMENDMENT 
By JANE NORMAN SMITH 


The economic rights of women in the United 
States are being attacked on every side, through 
specific laws in industrial states, interstate com- 
pacts, and now through international conventions. 

To settle for all time the right of women to paid 
work and their right to sell their labor on the same 
terms as men, there must be written into the Con- 
stitution of the Uni States at this session of 
Congress an amendment declaring: “Men and 
women shall have equal rights throughout the 
88 States and every place subject to its juris- 

on.“ 

Women have fought valiantly in every industrial 
State against restrictive labor laws and regulations 
applying to women but not to men, on the ground 
that they discriminate against women workers and 
handicap them in earning a livelihood. Their oppo- 
sition to sex discrimination has caused, in some 
instances, a temporary defeat of the discriminative 
measures, but the defeat is only temporary and 
women have to spend time, money and energy in 
an effort to defeat them again. 

State legislation not proceeding rapidly enough 
to suit those who contend that because of the weak- 
ness of the health and morals of women, they 
should have special prot ction“ not accorded to 
men; labor organizations and reform groups think 
they will circumvent the Supreme Court decision 
declaring unconstitutional a minimum wage law 
for women and with the help of political leaders are 
attempting by interstate action to fasten on women 
more permanently and effectively laws which will 
keep them in a special labor class. 

Seven industrial states—Massachusetts, Maine, 
New Hampshire, New York, Connecticut, Rhode 
Island and Pennsylvania—have entered into a 


compact to regulate the minimum wages paid 


women and children. Women and children” 
linked together again! The „ will become 
effective when ratified by the legislatures and 
sanctioned by Congress. The Interstate Minimum 
Wage Compact will probably come before Congress 
and these seven state legislatures during the 
present session. If this precedent is set, the way 
will be open for other interstate compacts restrict- 
ing the labor of women. 7 

Now that the United States has become a mem- 
ber of the International Labor Organization, it is 
brought for the first time into full, responsible 
membership in one of the great autonomous organs 
of the League of Nations, an organ that has drafted 
many conventions to restrict the labor of women 
workers. 

Within recent years the International Labor Of- 

fice released a series of scientific studies which pur- 

rt to show that paid work is bad for women. 
The report solemnly sets forth that the rhythm of 
machinery is disturbing to the female organism 
and that office work is a still greater cause of sick- 
ness among women! 


The United States, as a member of the I. L. O., 
may be asked at this session of Congress to ratify 
the conventions on the employment of women at 
night (1919 and 1934), the conventions on mini- 
mum wage fixing machinery, on employment of 
women in white lead in painting, and the employ- 
ment of women before and after childbirth. 

Women of the United States should protest to 
their U. S. Senators against ratification of these 
conventions and demand immediate passage of the 
Equal Rights Amendment. 


AMENDMENT LITERATURE 

“The Equal Rights Amendment,” a new leaflet 

on the legal aspects of woman’s status under the 

roposed amendment, has just been issued by the 
iterature committee of the National Woman’s 
Party. This leaflet is a reprint of a speech by Burn- 
ita Shelton Matthews, delivered before the Council 
meeting of the General Federation of Women’s 
Clubs at Hot Springs, Ark., and answers many 
questions in regard to the working of the law 
under the Equal Rights Amendment. 

Orders for the leaflet ma 
Lutz, Literature Chairman, 144 B Street N. E., 
Washington, D. C. Single copies, five cents. Orders 
for twenty-five or more filled for one cent a copy. 
The following paragraph from the above speech 
indicates the valuable character of the information 
contained in this new publication of the literature 

“The opponents of the Equal Rights Amend- 


ince the amendment provides that men and 
women have equal rights, does it mean that a man 
in Arkansas and a woman in South Carolina have 


o not have equal rights as to divorce. Which 
tandard would be adopted under the Equal Rights 

mendment—the Arkansas standard or the South 
Carolina standard? The answer is that each state 
ould preserve its own standard, but the standard 


any one state would apply equally to men and 
omen in that particular state. In this connection 
it is pointed out that Congress passed a bankruptcy 


der a constitutional provision giving that 
body power to establish a uniform bankruptcy law 
throughout the country. The law passed by Con- 
gress allowed each debtor exemptions provided by 
the laws of the debtor’s state. Some states, as, for 
example, Mississippi, allow a debtor to keep his 
homestead. Other states, such as Maryland, do not 
allow a homestead. It was contended that there 
was no uniformity as required by the Constitution 
unless, for example, a Mississippi debtor and a 
Maryland debtor had exactly the same exemptions. 
Yet the bankruptcy law was held to be uniform in 
a constitutional sense. Likewise the Equal Rights 
Amendment would mean that in each of the 48 
states women and men would have equal rights in 
any given state, but not the same rights in all 
states. | 


be sent to Alma 


ment. throw out questions something like this: 
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i the same rights? South Carolina grants no di- 
vorces. Arkansas does grant divorces. Hence 
} (women in South Carolina and men in Arkansas 
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